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Fenced in yard beside carwash
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PERSONAL RETURNS - $55.00
SENIORS/ STUDENTS - $50.00
RENTAL PROPERTY - $95.00
FARM/ BUSINESS - $150.00

FLUID HAULING TANK TRUCKS

ADDITIONAL CHARGES FOR:
MEDICAL EXPENSES
CLAIMS FOR MEALS (TRUCKERS)
MOVING EXPENSES

PH: 403.742.8718 FAX: 403.742.6761

SHEILA CLARK 403-742-6766

CHRIS & HEATHER ROWLAND
AL & JEAN ROWLAND
BOX 143 HALKIRK, AB. T0C 1M0

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE FILING DEADLINE
HAS BEEN EXTENDED TO JUNE 1, 2020.
INCOME TAX PAYMENTS ARE NOT DUE UNTIL
AUGUST 31, 3030 WITH NO INTEREST OR
PENALTIES.

MUHLBACH ELECTRIC LTD.
CALL FOR ALL ELECTRICAL NEEDS INCLUDING
MATERIALS & CABLE,
FARM & RANCH,
NEW HOME & RENOVATIONS,
OILFIELD CONSTRUCTION & MAINTENANCE
oﬃce: (403) 876-2587 les: (403) 740-2891
Or (403) 742-9764

* 24HR EMERGENCY SERVICE *

Marion: 876-2617

Val: 876-2515

Emergency Food Bank

Monday - Friday
10:00 AM - 3:30 PM
Closed Daily
Noon - 1:00 PM

Notes from the Village
That Council for the Village of Big Valley understands that we
are in uncertain and difficult times right now. To align with what
Power and Gas companies are doing, the Village will be
implementing a utility deferral process for residents on a case by
case basis. Residents must contact Administration to discuss the
deferral criteria and process. Criteria is as follows:
*Maximum three month deferral with no late payment penalty
(currently until the end of June, 2020)
*Deferral request must be associated to Covid-19 and
subsequent government actions (ie. Job loss due to business
closure)
*Repayment schedule to be coordinated with administration
*Deferral document generated pertaining to the above points
signed by the resident.
If you need to take part in the Utility deferral process, please
contact Sandra at (403)876-2269 or via email at
cao@villageofbigvalley.ca

Village Oﬃce Hours
Monday to Thursday
8:00am-4:00pm
Oﬃce: (403) 876-2269
Oﬃce Fax: (403) 876- 2223
Oﬃce Email:
info@villageofbigvalley.ca
Public Works:
(403) 740-6285
Fire Chief (Lori Gordon):
(403) 740-4858

Greetings from the Historical Society
If you are interested in the History and Preservation of Big Valley and area’s past you are
welcome to join us and see what we are all about.
Regular Meetings are held every Third Tuesday of the Month - 7pm at Train Station Museum
ALL UPCOMING MEETINGS CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
Membership Fees Due : $10.00 each

A Bit of History
The early settlement, like the one at Eckville, was isolated. The town of Stettler did not come
into being until 1905 with the arrival of the CPR; consequently, in the early years, settlers had
to carry supplies on their backs from Red Deer, 80 miles distant. Like other pioneer Estonian
settlers, they developed several technological innovations to meet the challenges they faced.
For example, one of the early Estonian settlers, Karl Kroon, built his own flour mill of
fieldstone, which he chiseled into a revolving grindstone that was powered by a windmill. The
gears of the mill were made from hardwood. The men also worked outside the community on
railway construction, in logging camps and in coal mines to obtain cash and they worked cooperatively in establishing their farms.
Unlike their countrymen at Eckville, the Linda and Kalev settlers made religion an important
part of their lives. Most of them were devout Lutherans and in 1906, they built a small, simple
chapel furnished with their own hand-fashioned altar, pulpit and benches. They had no
resident minister, but a traveling Estonian pastor, John Sillak, came from Medicine Hat to
preside over their religious services (which were held in Estonian), baptizing children,
confirming young people, consecrating the dead, and occasionally officiating at marriages.
Cultural and social activities were also important to the Stettler-area Estonians. In 1910 they
organized an agricultural club and the following year they built Linda Hall in the centre of the
settlement. They used the hall for social and farm meetings, dances, Estonian plays, concerts,
weddings and various other community gatherings.
They also established their own brass band and developed a large library. Initially, activities
were limited to Estonians, but as the first generation acquired greater fluency in English,
members of the surrounding community began to participate in their Saturday night socials
and card games. During special celebrations, such as the annual St. John the Baptist Day
festivities, the Stettler community was joined by Estonians from the Eckville area. The
Estonian pioneers were anxious to have their children learn the Estonian language and keep
up their traditions, but use of Estonian was forbidden in the public schools which they
attended. The second generation, anxious to overcome the stigma of being considered
"foreigners," learned English quickly and used Estonian only with their parents.16
Unlike the Eckville settlement, the Stettler area community did not experience continued
growth. Indeed, as early as 1913, 15 families left for the United States and Australia, hoping to
find better economic conditions. Until World War Two, the Linda Hall retained its EstonianCanadian identity, since many second and third generation descendants or the original
pioneers remained; but with their increased assimilation (most of the second generation
married outside or the Estonian community) Linda Hall gradually came to be used as a
community centre by people or many different ethnic backgrounds.
Despite the community's limited growth during the 1920s and 1930s, the Estonian people of
the Linda Hall area made an important mark on the Stettler area both as a community and as
individuals. They sent many of their children on for higher education, and they made an
important contribution to the development of the wheat pool and co-operative movements in
the Stettler area.

BIG VALLEY
E- FREE
COMMUNITY CHURCH
ALL REGULAR SERVICES ARE
CANCELLED.
However, Doors will be Open from
10:00 am - 3:00 pm
Sundays & Tuesdays - Fridays
For anyone wishing to come in and pray,
meditate or receive Pastoral Counselling.
Pastor Allan Clark can be reached at
403-740-6540 or 403-876-2877

Big Valley United Church
Rev. Barbara Lieurance
(403) 318- 4000
While we will suspend our
Good Friday Worship Service,
on April 10,
our Easter Sunday Worship Service,
on April 12,
as well as the Worship Services of
April 19, and April 26, our hearts will
recall the death and resurrection of
Jesus Christ.
We will share the good news of life
conquering death in all the ways we
can.
We know that the compassion of God,
the wisdom of the Holy Spirit,
and the glory of the resurrected Christ
will surround us wherever we are.
Hallelujah ♪♫♬♩
Matt’s family wishes to express their
heartfelt gratitude to everyone for
their love and out pouring of support.
Whether you brought food, attended
the funeral, sent cards, made a
donation or simply sat with us, your
kindness so helped us and continues
to help us through this journey of
grief and sadness. Matt’s dedication
to various groups and organizations
was evidenced by the coming
together of the community to honour
his memory and celebrate his life. A
special thanks to Brendas catering
for the superb lunch, to Phil, Leanne,
Joan, and Deb for the lovely music,
Father Roger for the meaningful
message, and Verna and the funeral
home for your personal and caring
services! Everyone’s kindness, love
and support will be ever remembered
and appreciated!

HELP PREVENT THE SPREAD.

As per Provincial and Federal requirements, residents are to be staying in their homes selfdistancing. We understand that with the Easter Weekend approaching that everyone wants to
spend some quality time with family. This, unfortunately, is not the time to do so. Please take
part in Facetime or other electronic means to touch base with your loved ones. Those that
are travelling for a weekend to larger cities or to their cabins and coming back to the Village,
may be bringing back a virus that we have limited resources to help contain it. Our village has
a large majority of seniors and otherwise compromised individuals, as well as healthy people
who wish to stay healthy, please help all of us stay safe and strong!
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The Village Office has been receiving numerous phone calls regarding dogs running at large.
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Bylaw 810 – Animal Control Bylaw states (excerpts of the Bylaw):
OFFENCES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF OWNERS – Part 4
1. A Big Valley resident owner of a dog is guilty of an offence if they fail to register such dog or
obtain a license for such dog.
2. The owner of a dog is guilty of an offence if such dog:
Runs at large;
•
When off the premises of the owner is without a collar and tag;
•
•
d) Defecates on any public or private property other than the property of its owner, the owner or
person in control of the dog fails to immediately remove such defecation. This provision shall not
apply to a registered guide dog while it is assisting a blind person;
h) Barks or howls so as in the opinion of the Bylaw enforcement Officer based on information
gathered to cause an unreasonable disturbance given, but not limited to, location, circumstances,
time of day and duration;
• Chase any person, animal, bicycle, or motor vehicle;
• Attacks or bites any person or animal;
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If you would like a copy of the Bylaw in its entirety please contact the office and we will get you a
copy.
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Sandra Schell, CAO
Village of Big Valley
Phone - (403)876-2269
Fax – (403)876-2223
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Dorothy Violet Parkins
Nee Nicklome
March 8, 1927- March 29, 2020
Dorothy was born in Calgary to Estonian settlers from the Stettler area, Martha (Wagenstein)
and Jaan Nicklome. She grew up in Big Valley, Alberta. After graduating high school, she got
her first job at the Alberta Treasury Branch. Later, she was transferred to the main branch in
Edmonton. She bought a small house and cared for her mother, Martha until her passing.
Dorothy met Norman Parkins and married in 1953, their only child, Linda was born in 1965.
They moved to Surrey, BC in the 70’s and returned in 1984 to care for her father. In the mid
90’s, Dorothy helped Norman to fulfill his dream of rebuilding the homestead at Scollard.
Throughout her life she was steadfast in her commitment to her family. If it was your dream, it
was hers too.
Dorothy enjoyed playing the piano, accordion and singing, riding her bike, collecting dolls
and sewing. In later years, she read the Edmonton Journal and made notes to keep her
memory sharp. She watched Faith to Live By and often shared the high notes of the service
with others.
Dorothy was a strong women in a small package.
She was predeceased by her husband Norman in 2010, mother Martha in 1964, and father
Jaan in 1995.
She leaves to mourn her daughter, Linda and son in law, Terron Cornish of Camrose; cousin,
Betty Sideritsch of Donald; niece. Shonnie Dean of Langley; nephew, John Parkins of Airdrie
and many close friends.
Memorial Donations will be gratefully accepted to the Salvation Army (Edmonton Branch) or
to the Edmonton Humane Society.
This life for me has truly passed
I have loved you all to the very last
Weep not for me but courage take
And love one another for my sake.
Condolences may be forwarded to the family by signing the guestbook at
www.stettlerfuneralhome.com.
Stettler Funeral Home & Crematorium of Stettler, Alberta (403-742-3422),
entrusted with the care and funeral arrangements.
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